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1.Introduction 
 

Conservation Areas are defined as óareas of special architectural or historic 

interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or 

enhanceô.  

This document sets out the special architectural and historic interest of the 

Stapleford Conservation Area and aims to fulfil the District Councilôs duty to ódraw 

up and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancementô of its 

conservation areas as required by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) Act 1990.   

This document covers all the aspects set out by Historic England on conservation 

area appraisals and management plans, including an analysis of the special 

character of the conservation area and recommended actions for the management 

of the area in order to preserve and enhance its character. 

 

2. Statement of Community Involvement 
 

The Statement of Community Involvement section will be completed after any 

comments from the community have been considered and a final version of this 

draft appraisal is put forward for adoption. 
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Below: Linton Conservation Area Map  

 
© Crown copyright and database right 2021. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100022500
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3.  History and development 
 

3.1  Location and setting 
 

3.1.1 Linton sits close to the bed of the River Granta, with alluvial and gravel soils 

extending underneath the village towards the hills around. The majority of 

Linton lies on chalk or chalk uplands, rising to around 120 metres to the north 

and south, with expansive arable land lying to the east and west.  

 

3.1.2 The river is the most significant natural landscape feature within the 

conservation area and the High Street descends to meet it, rising again on the 

other side. The steep fall and rise in High Street and the poor condition of the 

road caused the local historian William Cole to note that it was difficult for 

carriages to cross the river in winter during the 18th century. Also, the smaller 

lanes wind and dip to fords in the river, notably Horn (formerly Dodges) Lane 

and Mill Lane. The river winds through and around the village and church, 

providing fish, power for the large mill and leisure (in the form of boating) for 

the community throughout history.  The area of open land to the south, as well 

as the village itself, is liable to flooding. 

 

3.1.3 Large pastures and fields stretch out in each direction.  Some common land 

with pasture closes survived until enclosure in 1838. Most of the woodland in 

Linton was cleared by this time and the remaining trees were felled for tillage 

soon after. The two low chalk ridges lie either side of the river form 

promontories and afford long views over open countryside to the hills in the 

north.  

 

3.2 Historic development 
 

3.2.1 The name Linton is derived from ñlinen townò or ñflax farmò and is one of three 

Domesday townships in Linton Parish known as Lintons, Alia Lintone and 

Bercheham, which became Great Linton, Little Linton and Barham in the 

medieval period. 

 

3.2.2 Prehistoric and Roman settlement in the area was widespread and the 

location close to a river, with fertile farmland all around, proved very attractive. 

Linton is also on the route of the Icknield Way, a series of pre-Roman 

trackways, among the earliest surviving routes in the country, which linked 

Ivinghoe Beacon in Buckinghamshire with Knettishall Heath in Norfolk. The 

river provided the boundary between Great and Little Linton, while Barham 

grew further east. Great Linton was focussed around the site of the current 

parish church from Saxon times and spread north from the ford in the river.  
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3.2.3 By the Domesday Survey of 1087 there were four landholdings in the area: 

Great and Little Linton, Barham and Barham Hall. These formed settlements 

located on sites forded by Icknield Way routes across the River Granta. 

However, the location around the river fords would result in flooding problems 

throughout Lintonôs history. The settlements were first recorded under the 

ownership of Wulfhun in the early 970s and after having passed through the 

hands of Ely Abbey and King Ethelred were in the possession of Count Alan 

of Brittany at the time of Domesday. 

 

3.2.4 The settlements grew in early medieval times, with good communications 

provided by the location on the river, close to the Icknield Way and east-west 

routes. The river provided the power for two mills in Great Linton manor in the 

11th century and one of these survives, rebuilt and converted to residential 

use in the 21st century. Two lords of the separate manors at Great Linton and 

Barham steadily promoted the area so that Linton became the principal 

commercial settlement in the locality after Cambridge. 

 

3.2.5 William de Say of Great Linton built a manor house at the junction of High 

Street and Church Lane and in 1246 secured a grant for a weekly market and 

annual fair. Around the manor house he leased small plots to tradesman and 

a bustling town was established by the end of the century. 

 

3.2.6 A rival market was set up in Green Lane by Simon de Furneaux of Barham, 

followed by another south of the river. The success and opportunities of these 

new commercial centres led to the movement of villagers out of Little Linton 

and Barham Hall, which were reduced to a manor house and friary 

respectively. With a bolstered set of communities in the centre, the trading 

settlements grew and came to be a single market town. 

 

3.2.7 Consolidation of the manors came about under the Parys family in the 14th 

century when Great and Little Linton were united. The moated manor house 

at Little Linton was the first seat of the Parys family, followed by a new house 

at Catley Park. Under the Parys lordship a guildhall was established to the 

south of the old manor house in Church Lane and shows the great extent to 

which Linton has become a busy trading centre by the end of the Middle 

Ages. It later became the Town House and still stands as a residential 

dwelling. 

 

3.2.8 The parish church, which stands close to the site of the early manor house of 

Great Linton, was given to the abbey of St Jacut-de-la-Mer in the 12th century 

and the current building still has remnants of an early structure. The tithes that 

the church collected were a valuable income and much sought after. Tithe 

rights passed to the bishop of Ely in the 14th century and to Pembroke College 

in the 15th century. The church remained an important influence on the 
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growing town and was largely rebuilt in the 15th century to its current 

appearance. 

 

3.2.9 The market to the south of the river became the most successful and is shown 

on the parish map of 1600. It prospered with a market house and rows of 

stalls trading in food, cloth and finally corn before it fell out of use in the 19th 

century. The success of the market over the centuries led to the settlement of 

many craftsmen and traders in Linton throughout the 17th and 18th centuries 

and the Barham Fair was revived in the 17th century as a lambing fair, held 

just outside the eastern boundary of the Conservation Area. 

 

3.2.10 Much local trade was related to the production of wood products and animal 

hides for leather that were produced locally. The wood production (also used 

in the building of houses) saw many of the forests that had stood around 

Linton for centuries disappear by the 19th century. Brick, lime and tile kilns 

were also established in the locality to supply the large amount of builders 

based at Linton. There were also professionals living in the town, such as 

auctioneers and surveyors. 

 

3.2.11 The population continued to grow steadily in the 18th century, and peaked in 

the middle of the 19th century at 1,858. The town was a large commercial hub 

and the Barham Fair had become the largest sheep fair in Cambridgeshire. 

However, from this point the fortunes of the town declined with a general 

countrywide move away from rural areas linked with the Industrial Revolution. 

The population dropped, a downward trend that did not reverse until the 

1920s. The Linton Annual Fair ceased along with the market and although 

many shops remained, a contemporary account noted that it had ñfallen into 

decayò after once having been of considerable importance. Despite its loss in 

status Linton still gained a train station in the mid 19th century and the 

settlement became better consolidated with a road bridge constructed in 1868 

on High Street across the river. Before this time all the bridges across the 

Granta at Linton were only footbridges. 

 

3.2.12 The 20th century saw a revival in the appearance of the town, which now had 

village status. Many new houses were built, particularly in the 1950s and 

1960s to the north and west of the village. One of the first Village Colleges 

was built here in 1938, confirming it as a local administrative and community 

centre.  Further new roads were laid towards the village college and housing 

estates built at the southern end of Balsham Road.  

 

3.2.13 Other facilities followed in the wider area including a zoo, with Linton identified 

as a Rural Growth Settlement in the 1960s. Later that decade a major new 

highway, the A1307, served to bypass traffic from the village centre, however 

the embankment aggravated flooding problems that had long plagued the 

village and a flood control scheme followed. In 1967 the railway line was 

closed after operating for more than 100 years, with the new bypass that 
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connected Cambridge with Haverhill catering for the increasing car usage of 

commuters. 

 

 

Below: historic High Street houses of the 16th-19th centuries  
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Below: Linton in the late 19th century: Ordnance Survey Six-inch Series 1886 

Reproduced from the National Library of Scotland 

 

 

  

https://maps.nls.uk/index.html
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4.  Character 
 

4.1 Summary description 
 

4.1.1 Linton is a large village, rich in historic buildings of the medieval period and 

later, illustrating its development from a milling and agricultural settlement 

which later developed into a commercial centre. The historic settlement on 

which the conservation area is focused straddles the Granta, which the 

natural topography creating attractive views. Here, densely arranged 

properties front the High Street, with tranquil lanes stretching north and south 

to the river and countryside.  

 

4.1.2 The range and quality of the conservation areaôs historic building stock is 

demonstrated by the large concentration of listed buildings, with several 

landmarks of diverse character. Houses range from imposing manor houses 

to single-storey thatched cottages, although the general scale is extremely 

consistent across the village. A range of traditional materials and architectural 

details are on display.    

 

4.1.3 At its heart, the village retains its bustling, active character with numerous 

small businesses drawing people along the High Street. Close to the vibrant 

High Street, there are numerous tranquil, green areas including private 

gardens and open spaces with mature trees that greatly enhance the 

conservation areaôs character and setting.  

 

4.2 Key characteristics 
 

¶ Historic development evident in tightknit street pattern and buildings with older 

cores around the church, lanes, northern section of the High Street, and The 

Grip. A high concentration of listed buildings including landmarks such as St 

Maryôs Church, Mill and Guildhall. Cottages of the 15th, 16th and 17th century 

rising to one and a half storeys with dormers.   

 

¶ 18th and 19th century development continuing along the High Street, with 

some re-fronting of earlier buildings to create continuous building line 

sweeping down to the river. More recent housing development to the rear in 

some locations.  

 

¶ Vernacular palette of locally available materials a key characteristic, resulting 

in rendered walls some with striking use of pargetting, pale gault 
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Cambridgshire bricks, substantial flint and red brick garden walls, long straw 

thatched or clay tiled roofs, horizontal óYorkshireô sliding sash windows.  

 

¶ Historic settlement layout of narrow, winding roads, with older properties built 

close together at the pavement edge, with minimal space for front gardens or 

boundaries, but often with generous plots and outbuildings behind.  

 

¶ A contrasting character of the urban, more densely developed High Street and 

the rural village character of connecting lanes and The Grip. Landscape 

setting and topography allows for views to surrounding countryside, paddocks, 

pastures, and hillsides, as well as closer glimpsed views to the churchyard, 

recreation ground, and mature private gardens 

 

Below: tranquil lanes with flint and brick walls and a backdrop of greenery 

  

  















https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/local-plan-and-neighbourhood-planning/the-adopted-development-plan/south-cambridgeshire-local-plan-2018/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/local-plan-and-neighbourhood-planning/the-adopted-development-plan/south-cambridgeshire-local-plan-2018/










http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing
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